
At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared and/or since the
positive laboratory test and;
At least 24 hours have passed since last fever without the use of fever-reducing
medications and; 
Improvement in respiratory symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath) and;
Medical documentation of healthcare visit required

Quarantine, Isolation, Exposure,
and Contact Tracing 

A case is considered
positive after receiving a
lab confirmed positive
diagnosis for COVID-19.

A person meeting clinical AND
epidemiologic evidence of COVID-
19 but without confirmatory
laboratory evidence.

Exposure to someone who had
direct contact with an individual
with a confirmed diagnosis of
COVID-19.

Someone that has been within
6ft for a cumulative total of 15
mins over a 24 hour period,
lives with, cares for or shared
bodily fluids or secretions with
a positive case. 

An individual with a positive or probable case may return after:
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Secondary Exposure

Isolation Procedures
Positive or Probable Case

Close Contact

Definitions

Isolation Quarantine
Separates sick people with a
contagious disease from
people who are not sick. 

Separates and restricts the
movement of people who were
exposed to a contagious disease
to see if they become sick. 



Close Contact 

Isolation Procedures

Also known as primary exposure or direct
contact. Stay home, regardless of whether
you have any coronavirus symptoms and
begin to self-quarantine for up to 14 days.
If symptoms develop, we strongly suggest
COVID-19 testing and contacting your
healthcare provider. Testing may be available
at the student’s doctor’s office, urgent care
center, pharmacy, or other healthcare clinic.
School nurses will inform the
parents/guardians of the requirements for
returning to school.

Case

Close Contact

Secondary ExposureSecondary Exposure
Practice social distancing and other
recommended prevention strategies. Be alert
for symptoms. Watch for fever, cough,
shortness of breath, or other symptoms of
COVID-19. If symptoms develop, contact your
healthcare provider and the school nurse.

Symptoms but no exposure

Evaluation by and note provided by healthcare provider
Negative COVID-19 test (if indicated by provider) or alternative diagnosis 
24 hours have passed since last fever without the use of fever-reducing
medications
Improvement in symptoms

Individuals experiencing symptoms without known exposure may return after:

Quarantine Procedures



When a probable or confirmed case is identified, the school
nurse will contact parent/guardian, student, teacher, and any
other staff members to collect information about other
individuals who were in close contact with the ill student within
the period they may have been contagious. The school nurse
will collaborate with the Lead Nurse and the Department of
Public Health to determine others who should be quarantined
and the length of the quarantine. School nurses will notify the
principal and those identified for quarantine. School nurses
may be assisted by other trained personnel during the contact
tracing process.

At the direction of the CSD Lead Nurse or school principal,
schools will communicate with staff and families that have been in
"close contact" with an ill individual. Close contacts will receive
information regarding quarantine timelines and return to school
instructions. The school community will receive notice that a
positive case has been identified in the school and the website
dashboard will be updated.

Contact Tracing

The CDC defines contact tracing as the subsequent
identification, monitoring, and support of a
confirmed or probable case’s close contacts who
have been exposed to, and possibly infected with,
the virus. The infected patient’s identity is not
discussed with contacts, even if asked.

Definition

CSD Procedures

Communication



City Schools of Decatur will share a weekly report with the DeKalb Department of
Health regarding the number of staff and students attending CSD who have
tested positive for COVID-19 or have probable cases of COVID-19. This
information will also be made available on the CSD webpage for public review.

Emergency Building Closing Policy
A school may be closed if it is determined that a COVID-19 outbreak has been
identified in a building. 

The Department of Public Health defines a COVID-19 outbreak in a school setting
as: 
Two or more laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases among students or staff with
illness onsets within a 14-day period, who are epidemiologically linked (e.g., have a
common exposure or have been in contact with each other), do not share a
household, and were not identified as close contacts of each other in another
setting during standard case investigation or contact tracing.

Coordination with Public Health Officials

Communication from Families

Communicate test results and the development of symptoms with your school
nurse as soon as possible.
Answer the call and participate in contact tracing. The questions asked during
the contact tracing process will help determine if your child is a close contact
or if others should be contacted.
Make sure we have your best contact information in the Parent Portal. 

Two-way communication between the school and family is critical. Schools are
committed to communicating information with families in a timely manner, but in
order for us to complete contact tracing quickly, we need families to
communication openly with schools. 

How families can help with the communication process:

More information about the quarantine, isolation, exposure, and contact
tracing can be found in the COVID-19 Safety, Facilities, and Healthy Schools
Manual found at www. csdecatur.net.

More Information


